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noticed, save by their peers, and the equal of Co-
lumbus was not to be found at that time within
the compass of the world.

But something of real import we do know in
regard to him; we know that throughout his life
"he was very strict in all religious observances, so
diligent in prayers and fastings, that he might
have been taken for a monk."A servant of God, we
should imagine, who cared little for what mSn
might think of him or of his actions. We do not
know much of the early life of Columbus, but
nearly all that we do know of it is significant.
Born at Genoa in 1436, or, as some say, in 1435,
of poor parents, Columbus, after working for some
time at his father's trade of wool'combing, went
to sea in his fifteenth year. How he fared during
the following quarter of a century is left chiefly
to our imagination. Now and then, indeed, the
curtain lifts, and we hear of him as captaining a
Venetian galley, and displaying in the conflict
"desperate audacity'1; we know, too, that he was
wrecked at least once, and that his sailors always
"greatly marveled how that so bold a man could
waste so many hours in reading books and con'
structing charts."  But  of the history  of  the
man's spirit during this period we know little or
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